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S SUNU

Edirne tarihi denildiginde akla gelen ilk isimlerden biri, suphesiz Tosyavizade Dr. Rifat Osman
Bey'dir. Hayatin1 Edirne’ye adayan bu mustesna sahsiyet yalnizca bir hekim dedil; ayni zamanda
tarihci, sanatcy, arastirmact ve kultur insarudur.

Askeri Tibbiye'de aldidi egitimin ardindan ulkemizin ilk radyologlan arasinda yer almis; Selanik,
Manastir ve Edirne'de kurdugu radyoloji servisleriyle tip tarihimizde éncu bir rol ustlenmistir.
Birinci Dunya Savast yillaninda Edirne Asker Hastanesi Bashekimi olarak gdrev yapan Rifat
Osman, bunun yani sira ressam, mimar, muhendis, fotografci,, muzeci, egitimci, kUtuphaneci ve
yazar kimlikleriyle de ¢cok yénlu bir aydin olarak dne ¢ikmustr.

Edirne Memleket Hastanesi ve Kirklareli Asker Hastanesi projelerinden bugun Halk Egitim
Merkezi olarak kullanulan tarihi yapiya, Eski Cami onundeki ¢cesmelerden Edirne Sarayr ve
Kalei¢ci evlerine kadar pek c¢ok eserde onun imzasit bulunmaktadir. Cektigi fotograflar ve
hazirladigt desenlerle Edirnemin mimari ve kulturel mirasint kayit altina almis; sehir uzerine
yaptigi arastrmalar gunumuzde de temel basvuru kaynaklan arasinda yer almistir. Ataturk'un
talimatiyla 1925 yiinda kurulan Edirne Muzesinin kuruculan arasinda bulunan Rifat Osman,
Selimiye Kutuphanesi'ndeki yazma eserleri gun yuzune ¢ikarmus, Edirne Saray1 Uzerine yaptigt
calismalarla Osmanl tarihine énemli katkilar saglanmustir.

Hayati boyunca cesitli zorluklarla karsilasmasina ragmen Edirneden vazgecmemis; isgal
yillarinda arsivi ve kitaplan yagmalanmasina ragmen calismalarint surdurmus, Smrunun sonuna
kadar bilgi ve birikimini bu kadim sehre adamustwr. Elinizdeki eser, bdylesine buyuk bir Edirne
sevdalisinin mirasint gunumuz okuyucusuyla bulusturmak amaciyla hazirlanmustr. SUleymaniye
Yazma Eser Kutuphanesi, Turk Tarih Kurumu KutUphanesi ve cesitli 6zel koleksiyonlardan
bir araya getirilen fotograf, desen ve belgeler, Rifat Osmanin ¢cok yoénlu kisiligini ve Edirne'ye
duydugu derin baghhdi gozler dSnune sermektedir.

Bu degerli calismayt hazirlayarak kultur dunyamiza kazandiwran, Edirne'nin son Osmanl Belediye
Baskani Sevket Dagdevirenin ikinci kusak torunu Eczaci B. Cem Altinel’e; eserin editorlugunu
Ustlenen, Rektoér Yardimeaim Prof.Dr. Muzaffer Demir ve Universitemiz Saglik Muzesi Sorumlusu
Enver $engule icten tesekkurlerimi sunuyorum.

Rifat Osman'in hayatindan kesitler sunan fotograflar, kendi objektifinden yansiyan Edirne
géruntuleri ve sanat anlayisini yansitan desenlerden olusan bu eser, yalnizca bir kitap dedil;
ayni zamanda Edirne'nin hafizasina tutulmus guglu bir isiktir. Bu kiymetli calismanin sehrimizin
kultur hayatina énemli katkilar saglayacagina inanwyor, Edirne'ye génul veren herkes i¢in kalict
bir kaynak olmasin diliyorum.

Elinizdeki eser, Trakya Universitesi'nin Edirne'ye sundugu kiltiirel bir armagandir.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Hatipler

Trakya Universitesi Rektori
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When the history of Edirne is mentioned, one of the first names that comes to mind is
undoubtedly Tosyavizade Dr. Rifat Osman Bey. This distinguished figure, who devoted his life
to Edirne, was not only a physician but also a historian, artist, researcher, and man of culture.

Following his education at the Military Medical School, he became one of the first radiologists
in our country and played a pioneering role in the history of Turkish medicine through the
radiology departments he established in Thessaloniki, Bitola, and Edirne. During the years of
the First World War, Rifat Osman served as Chief Physician of the Edirme Military Hospital. In
addition, he distinguished himself as a multifaceted intellectual through his identities as a
painter, architect, engineer, photographer, museologist, educator, librarian, and author.

His signature can be found on numerous works, ranging from the projects of Edime State
Hospital and Kirklareli Military Hospital to the historic building currently used as the Public
Education Center, from the fountains in front of the Old Mosque (Eski Cami) to the Edime
Palace and the traditional houses of Kaleici. Through the photographs he took and the drawings
he produced, he documented Edime’s architectural and cultural heritage; his research on the
city remains among the principal reference sources of today. As one of the founders of the
Edime Museum, established in 1925 upon the instruction of Ataturk, Rifat Osman brought to
light the manuscript works housed in the Selimiye Library and made significant contributions
to Ottoman history through his studies on the Edirne Palace.

Despite the many difficulties he encountered throughout his life, he never abandoned Edirne.
Even though his archive and books were plundered during the years of occupation, he continued
his work and dedicated his knowledge and experience to this ancient city until the end of his
life. The work you hold in your hands has been prepared to introduce the legacy of such a
devoted lover of Edirne to contemporary readers. The photographs, drawings, and documents
brought together from the Suleymaniye Manuscript Library, the Library of the Turkish Historical
Society, and various private collections reveal both Rifat Osman'’s multifaceted character and his
profound attachment to Edirne.

['would like to express my sincere gratitude to Pharmacist B. Cem Altinel, the second-generation
grandson of Sevket Dagdeviren, the last Ottoman Mayor of Edirne, for preparing this valuable
work and bringing it to the world of culture; and to my Vice Rector, Prof. Dr. Muzaffer Demir, and
Enver Sengul, Director of our University's Health Museum, who undertook the editorial work of
this publication.

Comprising photographs from Rifat Osman’s life, images of Edime captured through his own
lens, and drawings that reflect his artistic vision, this work is not merely a book; it is also a
powerful light cast upon the memory of Edirme. I firmly believe that this valuable publication
will make significant contributions to the cultural life of our city, and I hope that it will serve as
a lasting reference source for all those who hold Edirne dear.

This work is a cultural gift presented to Edirne by Trakya University.

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Hatipler

Rector, Trakya University



P Boslarken

Elinizdeki ¢alisma, ¢ok yonlu / gcok kimlikli bir estetin yasam éykusu uzerine bir derleme
ile desen ve fotograflanndan olusan bir albumdur. Calismanin akademik bir yayn
olma hedefi yoktur. Kitap, 59 yillik kisa yasaminda, Turkiye'nin Leonardo da Vincisi de
denilebilecek bir sanat duayenine dvgu, saygl ve anma eredi ile kurgulanmustir.

Dr. Rifat Osman ile ilgili iki aru bellegimde belirginlesiyor. Ilki, ilkokul gunlerimde (1970)
dedem Arif Dagdeviren (1888-1979) ile Rifat Osman'in Edirne Rehntimasi yapitintgunumuz
Turkgesi'ne aktarma girisimimiz. Olmeden énce bana hediye ettigi bu kitab1 dedemin
eline aldidt deri kihfli buyuteci ile okumasini ve okududgu metinleri o c¢irkin elyazim ile
defterime not aldigimi arumstyorum. O gunku cevirt calismasimin sonuna geldigimizde
ben yazdiklarumu yuksek sesle okuyor, Arif Bey de varsa yanlislan duzeltiyordu. Agikgast
bazi sozcukleri bir turlu oturtamuiyordum ve ceviriler istedigim akiciikta olmuyordu.
Duzeltilmis notlan babamin yazihanesinde daktilo ile temiz bir kadida gecirmek gosku
vericiydi. Boylelikle hem yazimin cirkinligi ortadan kalkiyor hem de temiz kopyalan
dosyamda saklayabiliyordum. Arif Bey'in Rifat Osman‘a olduk¢a saygili ve énem veren
bir bakist vardu.

Ikinci anim ise; Edirne’nin Gémtit Taslan kitabimin hazirliklan asamasinda Prof. Dr. Filiz
Cagman’ (1940-2021) Edime'deki evinde ziyaret edisim ile ilgilidir. Filiz Hanim, uzun
sdylesimizin bir bélimunde Edirne icin Dr. Rifat Osman‘in, Prof. Dr. Stiheyl Unver'den
(1898-1986) cok daha onemli oldugunu soyledi. O gun Cagman, bir derya olarak
niteledigi Dr. Rifat Osmanin henuz gerektigi gibi ¢alsiimanmuis oldugunu vurgulad.

Bilindigi gibi basarih bir rontgen uzmaru olan Dr. Rifat Osman'in bu yonu tip tarihgileri
tarafindan yaygin bicimde irdelendi. Onun mimar / mithendis yénunu sehir tarihgileri,
muzeci, arsivci, yazar ve ressam yonlerini de sanat tarihcileri uzun uzadiya ¢alsti. Ulusal
savastimciligt ve Devrimleri sahiplenisi cumhuriyet tarihcilerince detayh olarak incelendi.
Ancak Rifat Osman'in fotograf sanatcist olarak bilinirligi geri planda kaldi. Bu calismada
Rifat Osmanin 1910-1932 yillan arasinda gektigi Edirne fotograflanim fazla bilinmeyen
desenleri ile harmanlayarak bir albim olusturmayi hedefledim.

Yola ¢iktigimda fotograflarnin 3 koleksiyonda yogunlastigim saptadim. Bunlardan ilki 126
film negatifinden olusan en kapsaml kaynakti ancak koleksiyonun sahibi, Edirnede bir
“Arastirma Gorevlisi'nin bu negatiflerden bir calisma yapacagin bildirdi ve Rifat Osman'in
el yazist ile Uizerine Osmanlica notlar aldign negatifleri benimle bolismedi. [kinci kaynak
ise Stiheyl Unverden kizi Gulbun Mesara'ya gecen ve Edirne Evkaf-1 Islamiyye Tarihi
Camiler ve Mescitler kitabinda da yer alan Rifat Osmanin basili fotograflarindan olusan,
kendisinin hazwrladign albumdu. Ancak 1srarh yaklasimlarima karsin bu kaynaktan da bir
sonug elde edemedim.
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Uclincll ve son kaynak ise cok dederli, 6zgun tarihcimiz Necdet Islimnin elindeki 68
parcadan olusan basil fotograf serisiydi. Bu kitabin omurgas1 da Islimin séz edilen
fotograflan benimle bolismesiyle ortaya cikti. Islimin Turkiye'deki en kapsamh gomut
tas1 fotograf koleksiyoneri oldugu géz énunde bulunduruldugunda, bu fotograflann
cogunlugunun kitabe ve gomut tast fotografi olmast kagimimazdl. Ancak fotograflar,
tarihi yapilar kadar Edirne Muzesinin olusum surecini de bize sunmast acisindan ¢ok
onemli.

Edirnenin gecis ve erken Cumhuriyet donemleri gorsel tarukhiginu Ustlenmesi nedeni ile
bu fotograflar, cok degerli belge niteligindedir. Kitaptaki Rifat Osmanin ¢ektigi fotograflar
aslina sadik kalinarak elektronik ortamda temizlendi. Bu fotodraflarda yapay zeka
kullanilmadi. Yalruzca biyografi bolumundeki birkac fotografta onanm amaciyla yapay
zekadan yararlanuldi.

Calismanindesenler bolumuise iki onemli kurumun arsivlerinden kotanldi. Yararlanilan itk
kaynak, Ratip Kazancigil'in ginumuz Tlrkcesi'ne aktardidi, Stuleymaniye Kutuphanesinde
bulunan, Stiheyl Unver'e yazilmus Rifat Osman mektuplan oldu. Buradaki desenler hem
Rifat Osmanin yasamindan ipuclan veriyor hem de Edirne'deki dénemin olaylann
film seridi gibi gézumuzin éntnden geciriyor. lyi bir kalem erbabi olmasina karsin
Rifat Osman, mektuplannin paragraf aralarina desenlerini siklikla yerlestirerek anlamt
guclendiriyor. Boylelikle mektuplar, icerigin yaninda gorsellik de tasiyan tarihi belgelere
donusuyor. Suleymaniye Kutuphanesindeki 792 numaralt 704 sayfali dosyadan alinan
desenlerde Rifat Osmanin saglk¢l, muzeci, yazar, milli mucadeleci, ressam, mimar
yénlerine baska deyisle genis entellektlel yelpazesine tarik oluyoruz. Ikinci kaynak,
Rifat Osman'in saswrtacak derecede guglu ¢izim becerisini ortaya koyan Turk Tarih
Kurumu Kutuphanesi'ndeki 731 ve 732 yer numaraly, 1929 tarihli "Edirne'de 25 Sene Tarihi
Tetkikler" bashkh Edime Tarihi defterleridir. Bu defterlerde Rifat Osmanin mimari ve
estetik degerlere hakimiyetine, ufkunun genisligine, bilgisinin ve arastrma tutkusunun
derinligine tanik oluyoruz.

Sonuc olarak bu calismada, fotodraf ve desenlerden devinerek yola ¢ikilan yepyeni bir
Rifat Osman okumasi deneyimlendi.

B. Cem Altinel
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The present volume is not intended as an academic publication but rather as an album
that brings together the life story of a multifaceted, multi-identity aesthete with a selection
of his drawings and photographs. Conceived as a tribute, it seeks to honor, respect, and
commemorate a towering figure of the arts who, within his brief 59-year life span, might
rightly be described as Turkey's Leonardo da Vinci.

Two personal recollections of Dr. Rifat Osman remain vivid in my memory. The first dates
to my elementary school years (1970), when my grandfather, Arif Dagdeviren (1888-—
1979), and I attempted to translate Osman's Edirne Rehnumast (Edirne Guide Book) into
contemporary Turkish. I recall my grandfather, magnifying glass in hand, reading aloud the
text, while I painstakingly transcribed it into my notebook in my awkward handwriting. At
the conclusion of each session, I would read my notes back, and Arif Bey would correct
them where necessary. Certain words often defied my grasp, and my translations lacked
the fluency I desired. Later, transferring the corrected version neatly with a typewriter in
my father’s office was a source of joy, for it both erased the ungainliness of my handwriting
and allowed me to preserve a clean copy in my files. My grandfather’s reverence for Rifat
Osman was both clear and unwavering.

The second memory belongs to the preparatory stages of my book The Tombstones in
Edime, when I visited Prof. Dr. Filiz Cagman (1940-2021) in her home in Edirne. During
the course of our extended conversation, she asserted that, for Edirne, Dr. Rifat Osman
was of far greater significance than Prof. Dr. Stheyl Unver (1898- 1986). On that day, she
described Osman as an ‘ocean’ and lamented that he had not yet received the scholarly
attention he merited.

It is well established that Dr. Rifat Osman was a successful radiologist, and this aspect
of his career has been studied extensively by medical historians. His architectural and
engineering contributions have drawn the attention of urban historians, while his work as
a museologist, archivist, writer, and painter has been addressed in detail by art historians.
His patriotic engagement and embrace of the Republican reforms have been examined
by historians of the Republic. Yet, his recognition as a photographer has remained in the
background. This book seeks to address that omission by presenting an album that blends
his lesser-known drawings with the photographs of Edirne he captured between 1910 and
1932.

My research revealed three principal collections of these photographs. The first, comprising
126 film negatives, represented the most comprehensive source. However, its owner
iInformed me that a "research assistant” in Edirme was already working on the material and
declined to share the negatives—complete with Ottorman Turkish annotations in Osman'’s
own handwriting—with me. The second source was an album prepared by Osman himself,
containing printed photographs that passed from Stheyl Unver to his daughter Gulbun



Mesara, and later appeared in Edire Evkaf-1 Islamiyye Tarihi Camiler ve Mescitler book.
Despite persistent efforts, [ was unable to gain access to this material either.

The third and final collection, however, was generously shared with me by the distinguished

historian Necdet Isli consisting of 68 printed photographs. These images form the
backbone of the present book. Given that Isli is the most comprehensive collector of
tombstone photographs in Turkey, it was inevitable that many of the photographs would
depict epitaphs and tombstones. Yet they also reveal much about the development of the

Edirne Museum, thereby adding another layer of historical significance.

As visual witnesses to Edime’s transitional and early Republican periods, these photographs
are of considerable documentary value. In this volume, Osman’'s photographs have been
faithfully restored in digital format without recourse to artificial intelligence. Only a few
images in the biographical section were lightly restored with Al, solely for preservation
purposes.

The section devoted to drawings has been compiled from two institutional archives. The
first source is the collection of letters written by Osman to Stiheyl Unver, preserved in
the Suleymaniye Library and transcribed into modern Turkish by Ratip Kazancgil. The
drawings embedded within these letters not only shed light on Osman's personal life but
also evoke the events of his era in Edirne with cinematic vividness. Though a skilled writer,
Osman frequently inserted drawings between the paragraphs of his correspondence,
thereby reinforcing meaning and transforming the letters into documents of both textual
and visual significance. The drawings presented here are drawn from File No. 792, a 704-
page dossier in the Stuleymaniye Library, and testify to Osman's wide intellectual range as
physician, museologist, writer, patriot, painter, and architect.

The second source consists of two notebooks preserved in the Turkish Historical Society
Library, catalogued as Nos. 731 and 732, dated 1929, and titled Twenty-Five Years of
Historical Research in Edirme. These notebooks reveal Osman's exceptional drawing skill,
his mastery of architectural and aesthetic values, the breadth of his vision, and the depth
of his knowledge and scholarly dedication.

In sum, this work offers a new reading of Rifat Osman, beginning from his photographs
and drawings and extending outward into the multifaceted legacy of his life and thought.

B. Cem Altinel
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Bu galigmanin omurgasin olusturan fotograflan sagladidi icin degerli tarihgi Sayin Necdet Isli'ye,
Cevirilerde Rifat Osman'in el yazisini cézmede gdsterdidi sabir ve ézveri icin Sayin Musa Oncel'e,

Orijinallerine sadik kalarak fotograflan onaran ve yeniden yapilandinan degderli fotograf sanatcist
Sayin Enver Sengtle,

Fotograf ve desenleri dijital ortama aktaran sevgili Erhan Kaya'ya,

Kitabt tasarlayip, grafik uygulamalarini zamaninda kusursuz tamamlayan sevgili Edanur Ozcelik'e,

» Arsivlerindeki fotograf ve mektup desenlerini kullanmama izin veren

Stileymaniye Yazma Eser Kutuphanesi Mudurlugine,
Arsivlerindeki desenleri kullanmama izin veren Turk Tarih Kurumu Kutuphanesi Mudurlugune

Ve bu kitabin basiminu ustlenerek Edirne’mizin kultur hayatina kazandiran
Trakya Universitesi Rektorlugine

P AckNnouledgements

I am sincerely grateful to,
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Esteemed historian Mr. Necdet Isli for providing me with Rifat Osman’s photographs, which
were the backbone of the book,

Mr. Musa Oncel, the key person, who completed the meticulous transcription of Rifat Osman's
handwriting,

Photography artist dear Enver Sengul who was royal to the originals of the photographs, for
refitting and rehabilitating them,

Photographer dear Erhan Kaya for digitilazing photographs and drawings,

Graphic designer dear Edanur Ozcelik for her patience, designing and preparing the book for
publication,

Directorate of the Sileymaniye Manuscript Library, which allowed me to use the photographs
and letter drawings in its archive,

Directorate of the Turkish Historical Society Library, which allowed me to use the drawings
in its archive,

And to the Rectorate of Trakya University, which undertook the printing of this book and
brought it to the cultural life of Edirne.
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F Yasaom OykUsy

Dr. Rifat Osman Tosyavizade (18 Subat 1874 Istanbul — 10 Mayis 1933) Turk radyolog, tarih yazan,
muzeci, ressam, mimar, fotograf sanatgist.

18 Subat 1874 tarihinde Usklidar'da dunyaya geldi. Babas: Tosyavizade Osman Feyzi Efendi, annesi

Ikbal Harumdir.

Selimiye Mekteb-i Iptidaisi ve Tas Mektep'te ilkokulu, Pasakapist Askeri Ruistiyesinde ortaokulu okudu.
15 Haziran 1889'da Kuleli Tibbiye Idadisine (lise) girdi. Lise yillarinda ressam Suleyman Seyyid Bey'in
Ogrencisi oldu. V. Muratin portresini yaptigi saviyla 7,5 ay Harp Okulu'nda hapis yatti, 1892'de mezun
oldu ve egitimini Askeri Tibbiye'de (tip fakultesi) strdurdu.

Tip fakultesi yillaninda Baticilik goruslerini savunan Doktor Abdullah Cevdet ile iliskileri nedeni ile
171 gun tutuklu kaldu. II. Abdulhamit'in yonergesi ile kendisine Narmuik Kemal, Ziya Pasa, Ali Suavi gibi
Geng Osmanhilann fotograflarint cekmesi, cogaltmast ve satmast suglart yoneltildi.

29 Mayis 1899'da Askeri Tibbiye'yi hekim yuzbas: olarak tamamladi ve Gulhane Askeri Tibbiye
Tatbikat Okulu'nda Alman Prof.Dr. Robert Reider ve ProfDr. George Deyckemnin yaninda asistanlik
yaptl. Radyolojinin Turkiye'de kurucusu olan Robert Reider Pasanin yardimciigina ve rontgen
boélumu sefligine yukseldi. 3 Haziran 1900'de Gulhane Seririyat Hastanesinde tip egitimi levhalannn
cizimini yapmasi nedeni ile Sanayi Madalyast aldl. Ayni hastanede réntgen uzmanh@ginda gésterdigi
basan ve Almanyada yaymladig1 tip anilan ve goézlemleri nedeniyle 18 Subat 1902'de dérduncu
derece Krone ve Prusse nisani ile édullendirildi.

Askeri Tip Mektebimin Demirkapi'da bulunan kimya laboratuvarinda rontgen aygiti kurarak rontgen
filmleri ceken Esad Feyzi ile calistt. 1897 Osmanli-Yunan savasi sirasinda Yildiz'daki Askeri Hastane'ye
sevk edilmis agir yarahlann bedenindeki yeri bilinmeyen kursun ve mermi pargalarnmn tespiti icin bu
ayqiti kullandilar. Ilk hastalan olan Boyabath Mehmet'in el radyografilerinin diinya tip tarihinde savas
yaralilan uzerinde yapilan ilk rontgen uygulamast oldugu kabul edilir.

21 Ekim 1903'te sol kolagast (yuzbast ile binbasi arasi) rutbesi ile Edirne Merkez Asker Hastanesi
rontgen sefligine atandi. Almanyadan siparis edilen u¢ takim réntgen aygitiru teslim almak tzere
9 Kasim 1905'te Edirne'den Selanik’e, 25 Subat 1906'da Selanik'ten Manastir'a génderildi. Dr. Rifat
Osman bu aygitlardan birini Selanik, digerini Manastir asker hastanelerinde kurdu ve saglhk personelini
egitti. Bu etkinlikleri nedeni ile kendisine besinci riitbe Mecidi Nisar verildi. 5 Ekim 1906'da Edirne'ye
donerek son ayqgiti Edirne Asker Hastanesi'nde kurdu. 14 Temmuz 1908'de sag kolagaligina (yuzbas
ile binbas arasi) yukseltildi. Edirne tarihi ile ilgili arastirmalar yaparak arsivini olustururken tip pratigini
de surdurdu.

IBalkan Savasi Edirne Kusatmasi ve Edirnenin isgali suresince Edirne'de kalarak askeri hastanede
hekimlik gbérevini surdurdu. Bulgar askerleri ve Makedon-Edirne Génullulerinin koétu davranislarnna
taruklik ederek gunluklerini tuttu.



Mart 1915de binbasi rutbesiyle Edirme Asker Hastanesi Bashekimliginden Haydarpasa Hastanesi
Rontgen Sefligine atandi ve bu gorevini I. Dunya Savast scnuna kadar surdurdu. 24 Mayis 1919'da
emekliye ayrldi ve Edirne'ye yerlesti. 21 Mayis 1917 de Edirneli Fatma Harnim ile evlendi. 2 Temmuz
1919'da kiz1 Mihrinaz dunyaya geldi

Dr. Rifat Osman, Edirne'de isgalleri protesto etmek ve Trakyanin savunmasini planlamak icin Belediye
Baskarnu Sevket Dagdeviren, Edirne Milletvekili Faik Kaltakkiran, Avukat Seref Aykut, Tuccar Kasim
Yolageldili ve bazi Edirneli yurtseverlerin katiimu ile 1918 yilinda kurulan Trakya-Pasaeli Mudafaa-i
Hukuk Cemiyeti'nin aktif bir uyesi oldu. $eref Aykut'un sorumlugunda Cemiyet'in Trakya Pasaeli
Gazetesi'nde yazilar yazdi ve Mustafa Neyyir (Uskanl) ile catismalar yasadu.

1919'da Edirme Belediye Meclisi karan ile Belediye Hastanesi bashekimi oldu.

Edirne'nin Yunan isgali déneminde Cemaat-i Islamiye Mufettisi oldu. Halki hiikUimete kars1 orgutledigi
yolunda ihbarlar yapidid icin yakin takibe alindi ve bu donemde Hayatim ve Hatiratim adh notlann
kaleme aldi. Yunanistan'a surgun edilecedi sdylentileri Uzerine, 20 Nisan 1922'de Istanbul'a kact.

11 Haziran 1923'te Edime'ye ddénerek, Muradiye Mintikas1 Belediye doktoru olarak gdrev yaptu
Edimede cesitli okullarda doktorluk ve saghk ogretmenligi gorevlerinde bulundu. Edirne Sanayi
Okulunda resim dersleri verdi.

Edirnenin ilk mizesi olan Arkeoloji Muzesi'ni 1925 yilinda Selimiye Kulliyesi Dartthadis Medresesi nde
Arif Dagdeviren ve Necmi Ige ile birlikte kurdu. Milli Mecmua ve Istanbul Sehremaneti mecmualarnnda
yazilan yayimlandi.

Mimarlik ile ilgilenen ilk doktordur. Edirne’de Ittihat ve Terakki Kultibll olarak yapilan, sonra Halkevi
ve Milli Egitim Mudurlugu olarak kullanilan yapinin miman ve muhendisidir. Yapinin i¢ mekan
suslemelerini (tavan, ¢ini pano ve cerceveler) cizdi ve boyadi Vali Hact Adil Bey Cesmesinin,
gunumuzde Bedesten Carsist onunde bulunan Merkez Asker Hastanesi Cesmesinin ve Halkevi
Cesmesinin mimandir. 1951 yilindaki depremde yikilan Edime Memleket Hastanesi (Belediye
Hastanesi) ile Kirklareli Asker Hastanesi'nin projelerini ¢izdi.

Mimari 6zelliklerini inceledigi Edirne'deki Turk evlerini yazilar, kroki ve fotograflanyla anlattiqi Edirme
Evleri adl kitabinda topladi. Uzerinde 25 yil calistiqi Edirne Sarayimi da Edirne Saray1 adh ile kitap
haline getirdi. Edirne sehir rehberi niteligindeki yapiti Edirne Rehntimast ismini tasur.

Dr. Rifat Osman, 1923 yiinda Istanbul'da Muhittin Hattatoglu araciién ile Prof.Dr. A Sttheyl Unver
ile tarusti. Karsiiklh mektuplasmalar ile devam eden bu dostluk, Rifat Osman'in élumune kadar
surdu. Edime'de yasanan gelismelerden soz edilen mektuplar, Edirne ile ilgili onemli bilgiler igerir.
Stiheyl Unver, Edirmne sevgisini kendisine Rifat Osmanin asiladiginu ifade eder. Dr. Ratip Kazancigil'in
gunumuz Turkcesime aktardigi on yillik zaman dilimine yayllan bu mektuplar, Edirne sehrinin bir
bellegi niteligindedir.

10 Mayis 1933'te yasaminu yitirdi. Edime'de Nazirgesme Mezarlidina gomuldiL.
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¥ Biography

Dr. Rifat Osman Tosyavizade (February 18, 1874, Istanbul — May 10, 1933) was a Turkish radiologist,
historian, museologist, painter, architect, and photographer.

He was born in Usktdar on February 18, 1874. His father was Tosyavizade Osman Feyzi Efendi, and his

mother was Ikbal Hanim.

He completed his primary education at Selimiye Mekteb-i Iptidaisi and Tas Mektep, and his secondary
education at Pasakapist Military Rustiye. On June 15, 1889, he entered Kuleli Military Medical High
School. During his high school years, he was a student of painter Suleyman Seyyid Bey. He was
imprisoned for seven and a half months at the Military Academy for allegedly painting a portrait of
Sultan Murad V. He graduated in 1892 and continued his studies at the Military School of Medicine.
During medical school, due to his association with Dr. Abdullah Cevdet, who advocated Westernist
ideas, he was imprisoned for 171 days. Under Sultan Abdulhamid II's directive, he was accused of
photographing, reproducing, and selling portraits of Young Ottomans such as Namik Kemal, Ziya
Pasha, and Ali Suavi.

On May 29, 1899, he graduated from the Military Medical School as a captain physician and began
working at Gulhane Military Medical School under German professors Robert Rieder and George
Deycke. He became the assistant of Robert Rieder Pasha, the founder of radiclogy in Turkey, and later
head of the radiology department. On June 3, 1900, he received the Sanayi Medal for drawing medical
education charts at Gulhane Hospital. For his success in radiology and his published medical memoirs
and observations in Germany, he was awarded the fourth-class Krone and Prussian Order on February
18, 1902.

He collaborated with Esad Feyzi, who set up X-ray eguipment in the chemistry laboratory of the
Military Medical School in Demirkapt. During the Greco-Turkish War of 1897 they used this equipment
at the Military Hospital in Yildiz Palace to locate unknown bullets and shrapnel in severely wounded
soldiers. The radiographs taken of their first patient, Mehmet from Boyabat, are considered the first use
of X-rays on war casualties in medical history.

On October 21, 1903, he was appointed chief of radiology at Edirne Central Military Hospital with the
rank of senior captain. He traveled to Thessaloniki (1905) and Monastir (1906) to receive and install
X-ray machines ordered from Germany, training medical staff in their use. For these efforts, he was
awarded the fifth-class Order of the Medjidie. He later returned to Edime to install the last device at
Edirne Military Hospital. On July 14, 1908, he was promoted to lieutenant colonel. While continuing
his medical practice, he also conducted historical research on Edirne and began building his personal
archive,

During the First Balkan War, the Siege of Edirne, and the city’'s occupation, he remained in Edirne,
working as a physician at the military hospital and documenting the abuses of Bulgarian soldiers and
Macedonian-Edime volunteers in his diaries.



In March 1915, with the rank of major, he was appointed head of radiology at Haydarpasa Hospital
in Istanbul, where he served until the end of World War I. He retired on May 24, 1919, and settled in
Edirme. On May 21, 1917 he married Fatma Hanim from Edime. Their daughter, Mihrinaz, was born on
July 2, 1919,

Dr. Rifat Osman became an active member of the Thrace-Pasaeli Defense of Rights Society (founded
in 1918) alongside Mayor Sevket Dagdeviren, MP Faik Kaltakkiran, lawyer Seref Aykut, merchant Kasim
Yolageldili, and other patriots to resist occupation and defend Thrace. He wrote articles for the society's
newspaper under Seref Aykut's direction and engaged in disputes with Mustafa Neyyir (Uskanl).

In 1919, he was appointed chief physician of Edirne Municipal Hospital by decision of the city council.
During the Greek occupation of Edime, he became Inspector of the Islamic Community. As he was
accused of organizing the public against the government, he came under close surveillance and
wrote his memoirs My Life and Memories. With rumors of deportation to Greece, he fled to Istanbul
on April 20, 1922.

On June 11, 1923, he retumed to Edime and worked as a municipal doctor in the Muradiye district.
He also served as a physician and health teacher at various schools and gave art lessons at Edirne
Industrial School.

In 1925, together with Arif Dagdeviren and Necmi ige, he founded Edirne’s first museumn, the
Archaeological Museum, in the courtyard of Selimiye Mosque. His writings appeared in Milli Mecmua
and Istanbul Sehremaneti Mecmuast

He was the first physician in Turkey to engage in architecture. He designed and engineered the
building originally constructed as the Union and Progress Club in Edirne, later used as the People’s
House and Provincial Directorate of Education. He also drew and painted the interior decorations
(ceillings, tile panels, and frames). Among his architectural works are the Haci Adil Bey Fountain, the
Central Military Hospital Fountain (now in front of Bedesten Bazaar), and the People’'s House Fountain.
He designed the Edime Municipal Hospital (later destroyed in the 1951 earthquake) and Kirklareli
Military Hospital.

He documented the architectural features of traditional Turkish houses in Edirme in his book Edime
Houses with drawings and photographs. He also compiled 25 years of research on the Edime Palace
into the book Edirne Palace. His work Edirne Rehnumast served as a guidebook for the city.

In 1923, he met Prof. Dr. A. Stiheyl Unver in Istanbul through Muhittin Hattatoglu. Their friendship,
maintained through correspondence until Rifat Osman's death, contained important information
about Edime’s history. Stiheyl Unver credited Rifat Osman with instilling in him a deep love for Edime.
The letters, later transcribed by Dr. Ratip Kazancwgil, are considered a memaory archive of the city.

Dr. Rifat Osman died on May 10, 1933, and was buried in Nazir¢esme Cemetery in Edirne.
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* Bitirirken

Yola ciktigimda kendi degerlerimizi gun yuzune cikarma ve ayritina varma ilkesini
benimsemistim. Simdi o ilke dogrultusunda ¢cok énemili bir degerimiz olan Rifat Osman’
irdelemeyi surdurmek gerektigi dusuncesindeyim.

Sitheyl Unver'in “Hersey biter Edirme bitmez" sdyleminden hareketle Rifat Osman‘in da
bu calsma ile bitmeyecedi acik. Stiheyl Unver ile baslayan, Ratip Kazanagil ile stren bu
irdeleme stireci basta "Ogretim Gérevlisi'nin elindeki 126 kare fotograf sonra Guilbtin
Mesara'daki album yayimlanmadik¢a Edirme sehir tarihi agisindan eksik kalacaktir.

Rifat Osman'in desen, eskiz, suluboya ve yagliboyalarindan orneklerin koleksiyonlardan
ve kurumlardan toplanarak bir monograf olusturulmasimin kacilmaz oldugu
gorusundeyim.

Stheyl Unver ile Celik Gulersoy'un hazuwladigi “Edirne Evleri” kitabt bir bulmaca
niteligindedir. Bu yapitin disiplinli bir sekilde metodolojik olarak bastan ele alinmasi
gerekir.

Son olarak Turk Tarih Kurumunda bulunan Rifat Osman'in basilmarus olan yapitlarnin
ivedilikle toparlanarak basilimasi gerekir. Ancak butin bu islemler tamamlandiktan sonra
detayh bir Rifat Osman kulliyat: ortaya cikacaktir.

¥ Closing

When | set out on this path, | embraced the principle of bringing our own values to
light and recognizing their significance. Now, n line with that principle, [ believe it is
necessary to continue examining one of our most iImportant values, Rifat Osman.

Starting from Stheyl Unver's saying, “Everything may come to an end, but Edirme
never ends,” it is clear that Rifat Osman, too, will not come to an end with this work.
The process of exploration, which began with Stiheyl Unver and continued with Ratip
Kazancgll, will remain incomplete in terms of the history of the city of Edirne until
the 126-frame photo collection in the hands of the “Lecturer” as well as the album in
GulbUn Mesara, are published.

[ believe it is iInevitable to compile a monograph by gathering examples of Rifat Osman's
drawings, sketches, watercolors, and oil paintings from collections and institutions.

The book Edime Houses, prepared by Stiheyl Unver and Celik Guilersoy, is in the nature
of a puzzle. This work needs to be revisited from the beginning in a disciplined and
methodological manner.

Finally, Rifat Osman's unpublished works in the Turkish Historical Society should
be urgently compiled and published. Only after all these steps are completed will a
comprehensive Rifat Osman corpus truly emerge.
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